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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
When asked what I think about the crisis in the humanities, I 
often say that the humanities are what people turn to in a 
crisis. In these turbulent times, our task of  reflecting on the 
past, engaging with the present, and imagining the future is 
more urgent than ever. The Institute has been working to 
intensify our already strong commitment to humanities 
research at all levels. In the past year, we welcomed another 
brilliant and committed group of  faculty fellows, we raised our
financial support of  our graduate resident research scholars, 
and we held our second annual undergraduate humanities 
research open house. We also began holding once-a-semester 
fellowship workshops that inform faculty about fellowship 
opportunities, help them understand UIC procedures around 
external support, and offer advice and feedback on how to 
craft successful proposals. It is an honor and privilege to play a 
role in supporting the extraordinary community of  humanists at 
UIC, and I remain committed to maintaining the Institute as a 
space for inquiry, conversation, and transformation across 
disciplines. Please click on the link below for some highlights 
from the past year and some upcoming events. As always, feel 
free to get in touch with us by emailing huminst@uic.edu if  you 
have ideas for future events and collaborations, and we look 
forward to welcoming you in our space. 

IN MEMORIAM: MARY BETH ROSE 1948 – 2024 

Professor Emerita of  English Mary Beth Rose passed away on December 
, aor the Humanities17, 2024. Hired by UIC in 1997 to direct the Institute f

position she held until 2010, she brought the Institute to national attention 
as a vibrant center of  intellectual inquiry. She is deeply missed by all who 
had the good fortune of  knowing and working with her. 
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Help support humanities research 
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VISITING FELLOW: VERÓNICA GAGO 
October 6 – 10, 2025 

Verónica Gago is one of  the most prominent feminists of  our time. A 
professor of  social sciences at the University of Buenos Aires and the 
University of  San Martín, she is the author of A Feminist Reading of 
Debt (2021, with Luci Cavallero), Feminist International (2020), and 
Neoliberalism from below: Popular Pragmatics and Baroque Economies 
(2017) as well as numerous articles. She will be in residence at UIC as 
part of  the Institute’s Visiting Fellows program and will offer a public 
lecture, a seminar for faculty and graduate students, and a 
methodologies workshop. Stay tuned for exact dates, times, and details. 

FACULTY FELLOWS 

The Institute congratulates the 2024-2025 fellows: Jaira J. Harrington, 
Lynn Hudson, Young Richard Kim, Emmanuel Ortega, Kareem 
Rabie, and Sultan Tepe. 

And we welcome the incoming 2025-2026 fellows: Soledad Álvarez 
Velasco, Zachary Davis Cuyler, Kaitlin Forcier, Johari Jabir, 
Justin Quang Nguyen Phan, and Will Small- visit our website 
for the days/times of  their public lectures next year! 

UNDERGRADUATE OPEN HOUSE 

We have begun holding humanities research open houses for 
undergraduates in our space once a year! Our second annual open 
house in September 2024 drew 45 attendees and featured pizza, 
cupcakes, and representatives from various organizations and 
offices including UIC’s Office for Undergraduate Research, the 
Honors College, LASURI, and LAS Career Development as well 
as the Newberry Library. Students were able to spin the career 
wheel, connect with student-run organizations like the English and 
Philosophy Clubs, and hear from current undergraduate 
humanities researchers like Ivan Tedrowe and Christian 
Rodriguez-Hernandez. Stay tuned for exciting student-centered 
events in fall 2025! 

CHICAGO HUMANITIES 
FESTIVAL 

The Institute for the Humanities has 
renewed its collaboration with the 
Chicago Humanities Festival by hosting 
CHF events on the UIC campus, 
featuring UIC faculty in CHF events, and 
developing an internship opportunity for 
UIC graduate students. The partnership 
includes free tickets to CHF events for 
UIC faculty and staff; contact us for 
details. Look for another CHF UIC day 
in fall 2025! 

SPRING 2026 SYMPOSIUM: 
CARCERAL LIBERALISM IN 
AN AGE OF FASCISM 

The Institute has received a matching 
grant from the Consortium of 
Humanities Centers and Institutes 
(CHCI) as part of  their Global Justice 
and Humanities Practices Initiative to 
host a two-day symposium that will 
explore carceral liberalism in theory and 
practice. Proposed by Andy Clarno 
(UIC) and Korey Tillman (Northeastern 
University), the series of  talks and 
workshops with scholars, activists, and 
community members will have 
implications for research, teaching, and 
creative expression. Join our mailing list 
and stay tuned for further details. 
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REVOLUTIONS CONFERENCE 

In November 2024, in collaboration with Atef  Said, Professor 
of  Sociology, the Institute hosted a one-day symposium on the 
theme of Revolutions. Meant both to interrogate traditional 
narratives of  revolution and to open paths towards human 
freedom in the present moment, the event featured UIC 
faculty and students as well as special guests Jack Goldstone 
(George Washington University), Dan Edelstein (Stanford 
University), Jean-Daniel Lafontant (Haiti Cultural Services, 
Miami), and Muriam Davis (UC Santa Cruz). A follow-up event 
and reading group took place in the spring, and we hope to 
continue the conversation into next year and beyond. Please 
let us know if  you’re interested in joining us! 

FACULTY FELLOWSHIP WORKSHOPS 

Working close coordination with Associate Dean 
Jane Rhodes, the Institute has begun half-day 
fellowship and grant writing workshops once a 
semester. Typically including a working lunch and 
hands-on workshops- special guests this year 
included Dr. Landy Watley, program officer at the 
NEH, and Dr. Betty Lai, author of The Grant Writing 
Guide: A Roadmap for Scholars- these events also 
feature Q&A discussions with UIC faculty and staff 
who offer tips on writing successful applications 
and on navigating campus procedures. We plan on 
offering these workshops every semester. 

WORKING GROUPS 

Working groups at the Institute provide opportunities 
for faculty, students, staff, and community members 
to come together across departments and around a 
theme; they host speakers, hold discussions, and 
organize symposia throughout the year. This past 
year, we supported groups organized around East 
European and Northern Eurasian Studies, Global 
Middle East Studies, Queer and Trans Studies, 
Digital Humanities, and the Anthropocene Lab. 
Please see our website for a list of working group 
events! 

RESIDENT GRADUATE SCHOLARS 

In 2024-2025, we welcomed Themal Ellawalla 
(Anthropology) and Katherine Brandt Sartain 
(English) as resident graduate scholars at the 
Institute. Our Resident Graduate Scholars for 2025-
2026 are Bert Geyer (Art History) and Ben Seigle 
(English). Resident Graduate Scholars present their 
own work at a seminar during the year; as members 
of  the community of  fellows, they enjoy working 
space at the Institute, receive a small stipend, and 
attend faculty fellow seminars and lectures as their 
schedule permits. 

WIKIWEEK: 

In an age of  increasing censorship and control of 
information, Wikipedia stands out as a collaborative, 
dynamic, and open-access resource, and maybe "the last 
best place on the Internet." Once shunned for its 
perceived inaccuracy, but now a beacon of  hope against 
disinformation and propaganda, Wikipedia, and its sister 
projects like Wikimedia Commons, and Wikidata, collect 
and share knowledge, media, and data in ways that 
seeks to "Imagine a world where every single person on 
the planet is given free access to the sum of  all human 
knowledge" - a lofty goal that shares much with our goals 
in education and academia. 

Join us during the week of September 15, where we'll 
have a variety of  speakers and events to highlight the 
power and potentiality of  all things Wiki. We will kick off 
the week with talks from the most prominent members of 
the Wikimedia Foundation, the foundation that runs 
Wikipedia, to inform and invite us to participate in this 
goal by understanding knowledge collaboration, 
combating disinformation, increasing knowledge equity 
and representation, and highlighting opportunities for 
research and collaboration in these unique spaces. 

Additionally, we will be hosting 
two workshops: a workshop 
for instructors to learn to use 
Wikipedia in the classroom, 
and a workshop for librarians 
and archivists to help increase 
knowledge representation, as 
well as an edit-a-thon to 
actively combat information and 
knowledge biases. Stay tuned 
for details! 
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