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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Institute for the Humanities is proud to support the courageous and
necessary work of the UIC humanities community, work that continues to
explore the vulnerability, complexity, and solidarity of the human. We are
especially committed to supporting humanities research at all levels, from
undergraduate students to full professors. We aim to create space for
productive collaborations and transformative conversations.

We hope you will join us to engage in the important work of what the humanities
do best: reflecting on the past, engaging in the present, and imagining the future.

We invite you to stay informed about our upcoming events by consulting the
events page of our website at huminst.uic.edu, following @UICHumanities on
Facebook and Instagram, or joining our conversation with #UICHumanities.

s

Sincerely,
Director, Institute for the Humanities
Professor, Departments of French and Francophone Studies and History



https://huminst.uic.edu/

Working Groups

The UIC Institute for the Humanities encourages interdisciplinary research and intellectual exchange by
sponsoring a variety of working groups each year. Students, faculty, and members of the public are invited to
participate in stimulating discussions and lectures organized across humanities disciplines. For information on
working group events, please consult our events calendar; you can also contact the working groups directly via
our webpage.

» Anthropocene Lab Reading Group offers a cross-disciplinary platform for faculty and students interested in
social movements, biodiversity, ecological activism, human rights, cultural heritage, environmental justice, and
public humanities.

+ Digital Humanities provides a forum to discuss relevant topics, connect research, and build capacity and
connections to study and implement Digital Humanities topics and pedagogies.

* Global Middle East Studies provides a forum for UIC faculty and students interested in the Middle East and
North African region and its diasporas to build programming and community grounded in critical area studies and
critical ethnic studies frameworks that are attentive to race, class, gender, nationality, sexuality, empire,
colonialism, ability, and their intersections.

* Queer and Trans Studies engages transnational and diasporic analyses of gender, sexuality, queer of color
critique, trans studies, queer liberation activism and abolition, race, disability, and their multiple intersections.

» Radical Theory and Revolutions aims at creating an interdisciplinary space for UIC faculty and students
interested in connecting radical theory—particularly genealogical, critical and decolonial perspectives of political
and social theory—and revolution.

Faculty Fellow Lectures

JOHARI JABIR

Associate Professor, Black Studies
“No Ways Tired: The Life Legacy and
Making of the King of Gospel,

Rev. James Cleveland”

Lecture: Wednesday, September 24, 2025

KAITLIN FORCIER

Assistant Professor, English

“The Infinite Aesthetic”

Lecture: Thursday, October 30, 2025

SOLEDAD ALVAREZ VELASCO
Assistant Professor, Anthropology
and Latin American & Latino Studies
“Inhabiting the Transit: Migrant Spatial
Struggles from Global South America
to the U.S.”

Lecture: Tuesday, January 20, 2026

JUSTIN QUANG NGUYEN PHAN
Assistant Professor, Global Asian Studies
Embodied Nonalignment:

Vietnamese Diasporic Aesthetics

and Cold War Mediations

Lecture: Thursday, February 19, 2026

WILL SMALL

Associate Professor, Philosophy
“Skill as Practical Knowledge”
Lecture: Wednesday, March 18, 2026

ZACHARY DAVIS CUYLER
Assistant Professor, History
Fossil Lebanon: Oil and the Making
of the Lebanese State

Lecture: Wednesday, April 8, 2026
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2025-2026
Resident Graduate Scholars

BERT GEYER EaTETe

Art History

“Designing the Forest:

The Aesthetic and U.S.
Imperial Forestry, 1862-1942”

BENJAMIN SEIGLE

English

“The Jewish Questions of the
American Novel: 1904-1973”

Research Support

The Institute is committed to providing
resources for humanities research,
including a workshop every semester and
a list of external research opportunities on
our website.

Upcoming Events

Undergrad Research Open House
September 17, 2025

SEENEXT (Seminar: East European
and Northern Eurasian Crosstalk)
Lecture Series

Takes place throughout the year

Challenges to Academic and
Information Freedom in Latin America:
Strategies and Lessons Learned in an
Uncertain Context

October 27-28, 2025

LatinX Literature Now!
April 10, 2026

Richard Pipes: His Historical Vision
and Historiographical Legacy.
April 16-17, 2026
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2025-2026 Highlight

WIKI WEEK
September 15 18, 2025

Join us for a variety of speakers and
events to highlight the power and
potentiality of all things Wiki
(Wikipedia, Wikimedia, and otherwise)
to help us understand knowledge
collaboration, combat disinformation,
increase knowledge equity and
representation, and highlight
opportunities for research and
collaboration in these unique spaces.

VISITING FELLOW VERONICA GAGO
October 6 9, 2025

Verénica Gago is one of the most
prominent feminists of our time. A
professor of social sciences at the
University of Buenos Aires and the
University of San Martin, her
publications include A Feminist Reading
of Debt (2021, with Luci Cavallero)

and Neoliberalism from below: Popular
Pragmatics and Baroque Economies
(2017). As part of the Institute's Visiting
Fellows program she will offer a public
lecture, a seminar for faculty and
graduate students, and a methodologies
workshop.

CARCERAL LIBERALISM
SYMPOSIUM
March 9 10, 2026

The two day symposium will explore
the limitations of liberal reforms in the
face of fascism. Coordinated by Andy
Clarno (UIC) and Korey Tillman
(Northeastern University), the series
of talks and workshops with scholars,
activists, and community members
will have implications for research,
teaching, and creative expression.

Scan the QR or visit huminst.uic.edu
to view more event details and our
full calendar.

To request accessibility accommodations
for our events, email huminst@uic.edu
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