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MESSAGE FROM 

Ellen McClure
Director, Institute for the Humanities

I am pleased to invite you to attend our exciting 
variety of events during the 2024-2025 academic 
year. From Working Groups that explore challenging 
questions in a range of fields, to lectures by scholars 
whose research is changing the course of humanistic 
inquiry, to conferences and events that bring faculty, 
students, staff, and community members together 
around important and timely topics, the Institute aims 
to offer lively programming with a wide appeal. 

We hope you will join us to explore the multiple 
dimensions of what the humanities do best: reflecting 
on the past, engaging in the present, and imagining 
the future.

Stay in the loop about UIC Humanities events by consulting    
the events page of our website at huminst.uic.edu, 
following @UICHumanities on Facebook and Instagram, or 
joining our conversation with #UICHumanities.

Sincerely,

Director, UIC Institute for the Humanities
Professor, French and Francophone Studies and History

Working Groups

img: Emmanuel Ramas-Barajas 

This brochure is also available on our website at huminst.uic.edu.

The UIC Institute for the Humanities encourages interdisciplinary research and intellectual exchange 
by sponsoring a variety of working groups each year. Students, faculty, and members of the public are 
invited to participate in stimulating discussions and lectures organized across humanities disciplines. 
For information on working group events, please consult our events calendar; you can also contact the 
working groups directly via our webpage.

• ANTHROPOCENE LAB offers a cross-disciplinary platform for faculty and students interested in social
movements, biodiversity, ecological activism, human rights, cultural heritage, environmental justice, and public 
humanities. 

• DIGITAL HUMANITIES provides a forum to discuss relevant topics, connect research, and build capacity and 
connections to study and implement Digital Humanities topics and pedagogies.

• GLOBAL MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES provides a forum for UIC faculty and students interested in the Middle
East and North African region and its diasporas to build programming and community grounded in critical area 
studies and critical ethnic studies frameworks that are attentive to race, class, gender, nationality, sexuality, 
empire, colonialism, ability, and their intersections.

• QUEER AND TRANS STUDIES engages transnational and diasporic analyses of gender, sexuality, queer of color 
critique, trans studies, queer liberation activism and abolition, race, disability, and their multiple intersections.

• SEENEXT brings together scholars who study the history and culture of Eastern Europe and Northern Eurasia.
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Faculty Fellows Lectures

SULTAN TEPE
Political Science
Wednesday, February 19, 2025
“Regulating Morality: State and Censorship in 
Authoritarian Regimes”

JAIRA J. HARRINGTON
Black Studies
Wednesday, October 9, 2024
“Inscribed and Erased: Domestic Workers’ Rights 
in Brazil”

YOUNG RICHARD KIM
Classics and Mediterranean  
Studies and History
Thursday, January 23, 2025
“Cyprus and the Historiography of Late Antiquity”

LYNN HUDSON
History
Thursday, November 7, 2024
“Troubled Waters: Segregated Swimming in Ameri-
can Cities, 1914-1954”

EMMANUEL ORTEGA
Art History
Tuesday, September 24, 2024
“The Domesticating Mission: Franciscan Anxiety as 
the Distortion of Native Resistance”

THE FACULTY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
HAS SUPPORTED RESEARCH RESULTING 
IN MAJOR BOOKS AND ARTICLES IN THE 
HUMANITIES. FACULTY FELLOWS EACH 
PRESENT A PUBLIC LECTURE AND PARTIC-
IPATE IN REGULAR FELLOWS SEMINARS.

Resident Graduate Scholars

KATHERINE BRANDT
English

“Addictive Practices: Realism and Substance  
Use in  the Nineteenth-Century Novel”

THEMAL ELLAWALA
Anthropology

“When Ephemera Bind: On Negative & 
Positive Space and Queer Relationality in 

Sri Lanka”
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ALL FELLOWS LECTURES BEGIN AT 4PM CENTRAL
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The renewed partnership between the 
Chicago Humanities Festival and UIC 
provides opportunities for faculty members 
to feature in CHF programming and for 
students to attend CHF events both on and 
off campus. We will also host a day of CHF 
events and talks on campus (see the box to 
the right). Contact us for more information, 
including promotional codes for free student 
tickets to most CHF events.

Chicago Humanities Festival

Highlights for 2024-2025 include:

Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 12:00 - 2:00 pm 
Undergrad Research Open House
Open to all undergrads thinking of or participating in humanities research, this event will provide an 
opportunity to talk to faculty, other students, and representatives from various offices and organiza-
tions across campus that can provide resources and funding for your project. All are welcome! Lunch 
provided! Drop by!

Tuesday, November 19, 2024, 1:00 - 6:00 pm
Revolutions and History

What is a revolution? Join a group of faculty and invited speakers as 
we reflect on the tensions between universal and particular, tradition 
and rupture, individual and community, and theory and practice as 
well on what revolution means, and can mean, for our own scholar-
ship and for human emancipation today.

Other events include:
• Migration and Indigenous Peoples Colloquium (in Spanish) (9/11-9/12)
• Cyprus and the 1974 Invasion: Views from the Diaspora (9/26-9/27)
• Black-Latinx Colloquium’s Cuban Poetry Now: Soleida Rios and the Poetry of Dreams (10/10)
• The Annual Conference of the Society for Interdisciplinary Seventeenth-Century 

French Studies (SE17) (10/17-10/19)

See our events page at huminst.uic.edu/events for more 
details on the above events and many others, or scan:

KAREEM RABIE
Anthropology
Thursday, April 10, 2025
“Everywhere in the World there is a China-town, in 
China there is a Khaliltown”

Donate to the Institute! 
Visit https://huminst.uic.edu/give/

To request accessibility accommodations for our events,  
email huminst@uic.edu

*Featured Fall Event

Chicago Humanities Festival Day at UIC
 Saturday, October 5, 2024, All Day

As part of our renewed partnership with the Chicago Humanities Festival, the CHF is organizing a full 
day of programming at various venues at UIC. Speakers/programs include Erik Larson, Anna Marie 
Tendler, Richard Powers, Haley LeRand, and Kelly Hayes as well as UIC’s own Atef Said and Molly 
Doane.




